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For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

AccoKBiNG to our promise, we 
DOW commauicate the eleventh re» 
port of the board of education, which 
will be found to contain matter of 
Considerable interest. A bill in 
consequence of -it has been intro- 
duced into the house <>f commons, 
by Secretary Pole, which is ordered 
to be printed, and is to lie over till 
next session. VVe hope to procure 
a copy for insertion in our next 
number. 

ELEVENTH nOPOnT FROM THE COMMtS- 
SIONEBS OF THE BOARD OF EOU* 
CATION IN IRELAND ; ORDERED BY 
THE HOUSE OF COMMO.NS TO BE 
PRINTED APRIL 9, IBU. 

PARISH SCHOOLS. 

To His Grace Charles Duke of Rich" 
mond and Lenox, bjc. Lord Law 
tenant of Ireland, 

May IT PLEASE yOUB GRACE, 

E the undersigned commission- 



w 



ers, appointed for enquiring in- 
to th6 several funds and revenues 
granted by public or private dona- 
tions for the purposes of education, 
and into the state and condition of all 
schools upon public or charitable 
fooHilations in Ireland, proceed to 
lay before your Grace our report 
upon the stateof thePARisH Schools. 
These are the oldest institutions un- 
der the denomination of schools in 
this country ; they aie co-eval with 
the introduction of the Reformation, 
and were established Anno Domini 
1537, in the 28lh year of the reiga 



of King Henry the eighth, when an 
act of parliament was passed, i otituled, 
•'An act for the English order, 
habit, and language." The views 
and object of this statute will be best 
explained by the following extract 
from its preamble : " The King's 
Majestic, our most gracious and re- 
doubted soveraigne lord, prepending 
ind waying by his great wisdom, 
learning and experience, how mucli 
it doth more conferre to the induc- 
tion of rude and ignorant people 
ta the knowledge of Almighty God, 
and of the good and virtuous obe- 
dience which by his most holy pre- 
cepts and commandments they owe 
to their princes and superiors, then 
a good instruction in his most blessed 
laws, with a cmiformitie, co-incidence 
and familiarity in langjaage, tongue, 
in manners, order, and apparel, with 
them that be civil people, and do 
profess and knowledge Christ's re- 
ligion, and civil and politique orders, 
laws, and directions, as his grace's 
subjects of this part of this his land of 
Ireland, that is called the English 
pale, doth most graciously, consider- 
ing that there is again nothing which 
doth more conteyne and keep many 
of his subjects of the said land in a 
certain savage and wilde kind and 
manner of living, then the diver- 
sitie that is betwixt them in tongue, 
language, order, and habit." And 
after an ordouance that the Irish 
habit and apparel should be abolish- 
ed, and the peculiar form in which 
the Irish wore their hair, disconti- 
nued, the statute proceeds in the 
third secticfti to enact, " That every 
person or persons the King's true 
subjects inhabiting this land of Ire- 
land, of what estate condition or 
degree he or they may be or shall 
be, to the uttermost of their powef', 
cunning, and knowledge, shall- use 
and speak commonly the English 
tongue and language ; and that e- 
Very such person and persons haviujj 
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childe or children shall endearoor 
themseTf to caose and procure the said 
childeand clirildrento Use and speak 
tJhe English tqngue and language, *rtd 
according to this or theif abiliti*;* tun- 
ning, and powtr, shafll bring u^ his 
said childe and cftFldreo in such pla- 
ces where thiey sj^all or may have 
ftCcasioft to leam th6 EnglJsh tongue, 
language, order, and condition." 
And with a vre^v to the genial in-s 
troduction of the Engfish tongue and 
language, ft further enacts, thit spir 
ritual promotions should be only 
given to such persons as could speafce 
Engti'ub, unless after four proclarta- 
tiotjs made rrf the next markit town 
ifticft' cowidAot be had; and further, 
that ever*- archbishop,- bishop, and 
Sufl'ragan, and i^ery oth«f having 
authority and power to give ortjer of 
priesthood, dtecon, and siibtleacort, 
shall at the time they gave to arty 
p^tson any of these spiritnal orders, 
administer to each of them a cor- 
poral 02th, not only that he will en- 
deavour himself t6*l«arn the English 
language, »nd instruct and teach the 
tnplish ton'guc, to all under his rule, 
order, and governance, and in like- 
wise shall bid the-beades irf the Eng- 
lish tongue, and' preach the word of 
Go(i in English, but also that he 
shall "keepe o/c&nse lo be kept with- 
in the place, terretorie, o? paroch" 
tvheiehe shall have rule, benefice, 
nr promotion, a sehooje for to learne 
English, if any of the childrene of 
his paroch come to hiai to l«aine 
*he same, taking for th« keeping of 
fhe same schooie such convenient 
stipend or salarie as in the 'said land 
is accustoBoably used to be taken." 
And it is farther enacted, that if 
rtie bishop or suffragan omit to ad- 
minisier sueh oath to the person re- 
ceiving any spiritual pramotion, 4nd 
" that shall have the jsrvice of anv 
paioch church under him," he shall 
pay a fine of three pounds sisx shiK 
Ikigs and eight-pence, oue moifety 



of said fine to fcte paid to the King, 
»nd the other to the inforiiier; anti 
any person promoted to any benefice 
as ^foresaid/ and neglecting to fulM 
the tenor, purport, and efifect of saiif 
oatb, is for the first bffence to forfeit 
the Hum of jix shilKngs and eight- 
pence ; fo^ the second offence, twen* 
shillings \- and ft)r th* third, to be de- 
prived of his feeweftce. There is a 
provisiow HI the act, tbs* it should 
not extend or fee prejudicial to any 
clergyman residing in any metropo- 
litan cathedral, or collegiate church, 
and studying at any university, or 
Wherwiae out of the land by the 
King's commandment, *"' but" that 
such paroich priest or pri«!tts which 
^all have the service of any paroch 
church under him or them, shall 
during their absence teache the 
Engtish tongue a'rtd la»giiage, and 
keepe a schooie accoidi-ng to the 
fOfm of this act, under a penalty of 
twenty shillings a year for "any 
year that' he shalS omit the sHme." 

Und^r this act the parish schools of 
Ireland were e^tablfsht d ;, and every 
Clergyrtian now inducted to a livin*r. 
takes an oath vn the words following': 
"h A. h, do solemly s^vear. 
That 1 will teach nr cause ta be 
taughty an English sclioot vvrthin 

the said vicarage or r*ctory of... 

.•...as the law in fhat case reqfiires." 
How far the provissbns of this ac* 
of parliament, which related to the 
instruction of the Irish and of their 
children i-n the English laniUiige, 
■were enforced in the rtign of H«niy 
the eighth ; and whether any or what 
number of English schools were im- 
mediately established in consequ- 
ence of it ; we have no means ef as- 
certaining at this distance of time, 
The measure Certainly met with o|)- 
position from sobm; of the. leading 
member* of the church*. ^Though 
none of the statutes of the next 

■a : : ■ ..; - — " •■■ ^r — - ■ ... n , ..i , _: , , 1 . 

• See Arcfctiiho* DowdaJl's IMt. m 
Ware. 
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feign (Edward sixth) are preserved 
In the Irish statUfe book, it appears 
(if we may rely upon the Historian 
Leland and his authorities, Sir J. 
Davis, Ware, and a MS. * in Trinity 
College, Dublin) that during that 
reign the Irish language was be- 
come so predominant within the 
English Pale, that laws were repeat- 
edly enacted to restrain it, but in- 
efficacionsly ; and w6 find the Irish 
chancellor of that time complaining 
ill a letter to the Duke of NorthufA- 
berland, president of the council in 
England, — " That hard ft was that 
men should knOw their duties to God 
and the King, when they shall not 
hear teaching or preaching through- 
out the year." 

Where there was such a general 
want of clergymen resident on theif 
livings, it- may be presumed, that 
there were very few, if any. paro- 
chial English schools tlfCn existing} 
and it appears frnm the Ii ish statute 
book that (in tht reign of Elizabeth) 
the English langnage had made so 
little progress i» this country^ and 
that so many of the clergy them- 
selves of the reformed church were 
at that period unable to officiate in 
the English lanuuage, that in the 
act for " The uniformity of the coin- 
mon prayer," (2d Elizabeth/ chap. 
2. anno doniini t560) it was found 
necessary to enact. That in any 
church or place \vhere the c&mmon 
minister or priest had not the use or 
knowledge of the English tongue," 
he might Celebrate the services " in 
Latin, according to the order and form 
as they be mentioned and set forth 
in the said book (the book of com- 
mon prayer) established by this act, 
and according to the tenor of said 
act." It is not therefore very proba- 
ble, that under such unfavourable 
circumstances any considerable nam- 

• Cusack's letters to tfce Duke of Kor- 
thumberland, Anno Domini 1552^; Ciwatlc 
was then Chancellor of Irelaud. 



ber of English or parish schoolf 
could have been established in ire- 
land at that period. But of this we 
have no certain information; all 
that appears, U, that the gov^ern- 
ment was not inattentive to the cir- 
cumstances of education at this pe- 
riod, for in the 1 2lh year of the reign 
Elizabeth, an act was passed, in- 
tituled. " An act for the erection of 
free schools,''— the act under whfieh 
the present diocesan schools vS'ere 
established. This act (is we have 
shown in a former report) not only 
provided that a free school should 
be kepi in every shire towR, but 
also provided, that a scbooi house 
should be bftilt in each (the hrot 
erection probably of these buildings 
in Ireiand ;) and as the pr«ainble to 
this aftt attributes " the manifold and 
heinous otlences, daily and boiirly 
committed and perpetrated, to a 
lack of good bringing irp the youlli 
of this realm, either ir> public or 
private schools, where through good 
discipline they might be tau;fht to 
avoid the.se loathsome and horrible 
errors >" it may be inferred that ihe 
establishment of the English or pa- 
rish schools had not then been gene* 
rally carried into effect ; and in 
fact, however fully sensible our an- 
cestors may have been of the im- 
portaiHce, both in a moral and po- 
litical point of view, of providing 
for the good instruttk)n of the chil- 
dren of the middle and lower orders 
of rhe Irish people, it is almost cer- 
tain, that the sery unsettled state of 
Ireland during the reign of Eliza- 
beth and the greater part of that of 
her suecesiior (James the first) and 
the convulsions of the three following 
reigns, (Charles first and second, 
and James the second) afforded little 
opportunity for carrying intoeflect 
the general establishment of English 
or parish schools under the act of 
Henry the eighth, or of the frea 
schuols of £lii(abetb, already mea- 
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tioned. Itiese dcts, However, prove 
that the importance of a good edu- 
eaiioh fot the children of tHis country, 
«f the triiddk and lower orders, en- 
gaged the attention of our earliest le- 
gislators 5 and it is remarkablej t)iRt 
both of these very ancient statutes at- 
tribute most of the e*ils which then 
afflicted this country, to the Want of 
good and general instruction. 

Some attention appears to hat^e been 
paid in the reign of Charles the second, 
to the regulation of schools in general, 
by excluding improper persons from 
having the charge of them j for in the 
17th and 18th year of this reign, an 
act was passed, which provided " that 
all schoolmasters should take the oaths 
(jf allegiance and supremacy, and be 
licenced by the ordinary." This act 
was afterwards further enforced in the 
7th year of King William the third, 
■when an act was passed (chapter 'tth) 
intituled, *' An act to restrain foreign 
education }" in which it was amongst 
other things enacted, that the act of 
the 28th year of Henry the eighth, 
before-mentioned, " shouldfromthence"! 
forth be strictly observed, and put in 
execution." The next act of parlia- 
ment in any way relating to the pa- 
rish schools (or to the schools for the 
lower orders) wh'ch is to, be fobnd in 
the Irish statute book, is one passed 
in the 8th year of George the first, 
chapter 12, and at preseht in force j 
at is intituled, " An act for the better 
tnabling of the clergy having cure of 
souls, to reside upon their respective 
benefices ; and for the encouragement 
«f protestant schools within this king- 
dom of Ireland." In the 9tlf sec- 
tion of this statute, it is enacted,' 
•' that for the better encouragement 
of English Protestant schools, which 
are much wanting in this kingdom," 
it shall and may be lawful for every 
archbishop and bishop, with the con- 
sent of his chapter, and for every 
dean, archdeacon, dignitary, prebenda- 



ry, refcfor, vicar, and ecclesiastical per- 
son whatsoever, with the consent of 
the archbishop ot bishop of his dio- 
cese, to make an abfolffte grant to the 
chiircbw'ardens of each parish, and 
their successors for ever, of any quau" 
tity of land to aiiy of thgm respective- 
ly belonging, as glebe Or otherwise, 
not exceeding two acres for an arch- 
bishop or bishop, and one acre for any 
other person before-mentioned, for 
the use of a resident Protestant mas- 
ter to teach the English tongue ; 
which schoolmaster is to be nominat- 
ed by the person making the grant< 
and to be licensed by the archbishop 
or bishop of the diocese; And by an 
act afterwards passed in the 5th year 
of George the second, chapter 4th, 
section 9, tenants in fee tail or for 
life, in possession with immediate re- 
mainder to issue, may by deed grant 
an acre of thirty shillings yearly va. 
lue, and not part of deJHesne, to the 
churchwardens of any parish for the 
same use for ever. This is the latest 
act that we find in the statute book 
that Seems to ha*e any relation to pa- 
hsh schools. Since this report wai 
drawn up, but previous io its signal 
ture, an act of parliatnent received the 
foyal assent last session, intituled, 
« An act for enabling tenants in tail 
and for life, and also ecclesiastical per* 
sons, to grant land for the purpose of 
endowing schools iri Ireland." By 
this act sU persons whatsoeveir seised of 
any lands in fee simple, fee tail or for 
life, in possession with immediate re- 
mainder to bis, her, or their issue of 
any interest in lands, are empowered by 
his or their deeds respectively, to grant 
any part of such lands, not exceeding 
half an acre Irish plantation measure, 
within the liberties of any city or 
corporate town in Ireland, nor two 
acres, Irish plantation measure, in any 
other part of Ireland, of whatever 
yearly value the same may be, and 
being no part of demesne lands, to any 
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person or persons, body or bodies 
corporate, whether aggregate or sole 
(who shall be approved of for that 
purpose by the bishop of the dioces? 
in which pi:ch luiids lie) and to his 
and their heirs or successt^rs, in fee 
simple, or for any lesser iaterest, in 
trust and for the use of a resident 
schoolmaster and subject to such con- 
dition respecting the mode of appoint- 
ing such Schoolmaster and his succes- 
sors, and tne plan of education and 
regulation of such school and its con- 
cerns, as shall be specified in such deed, 
or as shall afterwards be agreed upon be- 
tween the persons making supli grant and 
the person or persons, bodies politic 
or, .corporate, who shall advance his or 
theirmoney to the amount of not less a 
6umthanone hundred pounds, either for 
the building of a schpol house on the 
Jauds so>granted, or for the endowment 
pf a schoolmaster; and by this act 
all ecclesiastical persons whatsoever are 
empowered to grant any quantity of 
their church or glebe lands, not ex- 
ceeding one acre, for thq same pur- 
pose, iu the same manner, and subject 
to the same conditions, prom the 
forgoing view of the parisK school^, 
it appears that they were, at their 
first establishment, intended to be 
compulsory as well on the people as 
the clergy, for the purpose of intro- 
ducing the knowledge and practice of 
the English language, then unknown 
to the native Irish, who were required 
to bring up 'their children in such 
places where they cpuld learn that 
tongue 5 and the c'orrespdndirig duty 
of keeping those schools ftir teaching 
tbe English toogpe, or ci^using them 
to be kept, wa? enjoined to %he clergy 
at then- institution ; but it ought tq 
be reniembred, that this statute enjoin- 
ing the clergy to teach or cause to be 
taught the English language within 
their respective districts^ seems con- 
fined in its object of civilization only, 
itnd ui no degree adverting to protes- 



tantism, as it expressly requires the 
clergy to bid their beades in English ; 
but it appears that in the time of 
Charles the second, of William the 
third, and of Anne, the advancement 
of the Protfstaiit religion was more 
distinctly provided for by the legisla- 
iative regulations respecting schools ; 
and from the acts of George the first and 
second, above cited, it farther appears, 
that the legislature expected that the 
bishops and dignitaries and parpchiai 
clergy should make grants of small 
portions of their church lands, for the 
purpose of erecting school houses 
thereon ; and many such grants have 
from time to time been made. It 
does not however appear that at any 
time any grants of ' money have been 
made by parliament, or ally fupd ap. 
propriated tor defraying the expences 
of building parish school houses ; and 
we have reason to think, that most of 
those actually erected were built at the 
expense of the several parishes, or by 
the bounty of individuals. Few, if 
any. of these school houses are much 
older tlian tlie reign of Anne, the most 
ancient we beliete tolse the school 
bouse of St. jehn's .parish in the city 
of Dublin. Though the act of Hen- 
ry the eighth, as is already stated, 
ordains that every incumbent in the 
kingdom should keep or cause to be 
kept an English school in his parish, 
yet there is ho regulation made therein 
of the 8tipen<^ to be paid by the cler- 
gymen to the person whom Ic shall 
cause to kegp the school for him ; 
but we find tliat a custom has univer- 
sally prevailed (though we canijot 
trace the period of its commencement) 
for the incumbent^ of parishes, in which 
parish (chopls are kept, to allow the 
schoolmaster fofty shillings per annum 
as his salary, and whenever this smaH 
stipend (utterly inadequate at present) 
is paid by (he clergymen to a school- 
master, the school is considered a* a 
parisli 8cho«U 
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We now proceed to lay l?efpre your 
Grace a statement of the resuk of the 
enquiries Wade by thie former cornmis- 
«ioners into the atate of the parish 
schools m Irelaad, in the year 1 788 ; 
and al«9 an account of the condition 
which they appeared to be ia, accord- 
ing to the returns made to us jn the 
years 1808 and ^809, 

It appears from the retijrns to th« 
former board from all the dioceses in 
Ireland, excepting five — -viz. Ar- 
magh, Meat^, Elpbin, Kiltnore, and 
fasbel, that there were in the year 
17 S^, in thfl tweniy-uiiie dioceses 
which furnished tbese returns, coro- 
priiiing eight hundred and thirty- 
«igbt b^neficjes, three hundred and 
)(ixty-one parish schools, jhat is, ef- 
fective schools, to whicb ijie incum- 
bents paiij the piipend Qt' ibrty shil- 
lings, or ^ore, per annum, to each 
master; that in seventy-four of these 
eight hundred and thirty eight bene- 
fices, the respeclivp cler<ryniaii paid 
the salary of forty shillings to a no- 
Wiiiial master, wh.o did not keep 
school ; and that in the remainder 
of tlie said nujnher of benefices, be- 
ifln four hundred and tfiree, it djd 
not appear that the incumbents e'i- 
ther paiil the salary, or caused any 
fchool to be kept. It appears also 
W these returns, that the nujriber 
of children instructed in 1788, at 
1 he parish schools, was about eleven 
ihousamd, and the purtiber of sehooj 
houses about two hundred and one; 
and also, that the prices paid by the 
parents of the children srt tbo^e 
sthtiols for thfcir instruction, varied 
from one to three shillings per quar- 
ter, and that spelling aiMl reading 
in all, and writing and arithmetic in 
some^ comprized the course of in? 
SI ruction. 

Returns, at oar request, have 
been furnishpd to us by order of the 
several archbishops and bishops to 
their clergy, from all the dioceses 
in Ireland; these returns^ however. 



comprize no more than seven huo- 
dred and thjrty-sis* beiictices and 
uqions. But it appears, that in this 
number of benefices, there are five 
hundred an() forty-nine parish schools 
at presfiiot kjept, and the number of 
children returned as receiving in- 
^t^-uction at them, at certain perjpJs 
of the ye^r, amounts to about twen. 
ty-three thou»ii^4- I' appears also, 
that the northerly dioceic? are best 
ftjrnishedi with parish schools, a^af 
school houses; that in the city of 
Dublin there are as many parish 
schools and acbopl housesf as there 
are benefices, and that the other 
parts of the diocese of Dublin are in 
general well supplied with bnth; 
and the same may be affirmed of the 
dioctese of Meatii, and of the united 
jdioceses of Leig.h'in> and compara- 
tively of Ferns, all in tlse {arovince 
of Lein?ter ; but it appears, that in 
the dioceses ijj Munster ahd Con- 
naught, not much more than half of 
the benefices have parish schools; 
ttiat the number of school houses in 
these is vsry iijconsiderable, and in 
four dioceses it would appear that there 
are none. It is evident, however, 
though it is ^ated by several of the 
f;tergymen of the latter dioceses, in 
their returns, that the parish schools 
in those part$ of Ireland are fast 
rieclinin^, yet, that on the whole, 
their (iu{iubie|' is increasing through- 
out Ireland, there being, as already 
stated, five hundred and forty-nine 
parish schools kept in the seven 
hundred and thirty-sis benefices 
from which returns have been fur- 

* Ther^ are about one thousand, one 
hundred, and twenty-two beneficed in Ire- 
land. 

f la the parish schools in JDublin most 
of the children are lodged, dieted and 
clothed, as well as instructed. These 
schools are supported by annual charity- 
sermons, and «u{>scriptions, and some few 
of them have permanent fund*, and the 
masters and mistresses have liberal salaries 
and allowances. 
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nished to us; whereas it appears, 
that ia the year I7S8, there were 
but three hundred aud sisty-otie kept 
in 837 berwfioes ; it appears like- 
wise, that the flumber of children 
instructed at these schools, iaas more 
than (loubltd the number returned 
in 1788; and had the returns from 
the parishes in each diocese been 
fuller, we may presume that it would 
liave appeared that tie number of 
children receiving instruction at these 
schools, is more considerable than 
twenty-three thousand ; but the 
number of parish school houses does 
not appear to haA'e been increased as 
much as niiiiht have been €xpeet<;(l 
since 1788, beiag only two hundred 
and thirty-thrt'C in the sev^en haudrejj 
and thirty-sis benefices from which 
we have been furi.ii<h«d with rer 
turns. TlJe present course of in- 
struction at tlvese schools, compri- 
ses spelling and reading, writing, 
and arithmetic : ia most of them, 
some of tlie children are friee scho- 
lars, but the greater part pay for 
their tuition at rates, which yary 
from two shillings and sixpence to 
three shilliags and three pence, 
three sbilliags and nin«-pence bijilf"- 
penny, four shilliugs and four pence, 
five shillings an4 five pjeace, and 
in some few cases the rate is we be- 
iieve as high as eleven shiliings and 
fourpp.nce halfpenny per quarter. 
These schools are open to children 
ef all religious persuasions. But 
there are certainly a great many in- 
stances stated in these returns, and 
particularly in those from the dio- 
teses in the south and west, and 
in some froijx the province of Lein- 
ster, of Roman Catholics refusing to 
send their children to be instructed 
at them; and this refusal is stated 
to have arisen frotn an order to that 
purpose, given by some of the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy ; in consequence 
txf which, children of their persua- 
sion, who had attended thera, had 
8Ei,rA»r MAG. NO. XXXV. 



been immediately withdrawn, and 
sent to schools opened by Romaq. 
Catholics in their neighbourhood. 

In majiy of the parish school?, 
the parish clerks are also the schooi- 
naasters, and some of the masters 
are paid by the incumbents a higher 
salary than forty shillings per an- 
nam, in some cases five, and in 
a few others ten guineas per an- 
num, with the advantages of a housje 
and garden rent free. But these al- 
lowances, &c. are voluntary and dur- 
ing pleasure ; and lye have observ- 
ed, that in most cases, those schools 
are the greatest, where the allow- 
ances aa'e most liberal. But throuo-h- 
out the returns sent in to us, there 
is a general complaint of the want 
of sclwol houses, and of the diffitul- 
ty <sf procuring properly qualified 
masters, oo account of the inade- 
quacy «f the salaries, and the want of 
proper accoiaixwdsition for them and 
their scholars ; it is stated to us also, 
that the number of the children at- 
tending th«3e sclwols varies at dif. 
ferent periods of the year, being 
generally the lowest at those seasons 
(in spring 9nd harvest) when any- 
eraployment is to be had fur chil- 
dren, their parents at such times 
keeping them from the schools, for 
the sake of the small pittance they 
can earn by weeding the crops 
?nd binding the harvest, which 
small pittance (weneraliy not more 
than three or four pence per day,) 
is however an object to their indi- 
gent parents. In one return only- 
it is stated (return from the union 
of Sljgo, diocese of Elphin) by the 
clergyman, that many of the poor 
people of his parish were averse from 
sending their children to school, con- 
ceiving that the sedentary habits re- 
qijired there, unfitted ihem for bo- 
dily labour. But we are persuaded, 
that, generally speaking, a verv 
great and almost universal desire 
exists at this moment among the 
p pp 
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poor of this country, to give their 
children some kind of school edu- 
cation ; among the many instances 
of this general inclination stated in 
the returns, we shall select the fol- 
lowing. In the return from the 
•union of Castlemoro, diocese of Kil- 
lala, in which benefice there are ten 
schools, one of which is a parish 
school, it is stated, that six hun- 
dred children attend these di0t;rent 
schools, " but that double the num- 
ber could and would attend, were 
they not prevented by the poverty 
of their parents, who cannot aftbrd 
to pay for their instruction." — Thia 
curate who makes the return from 
the parish of Upper Langfield, in 
the diocese of Derry, states, that 
in his parish, " the population though 
poor is numerous, amounting to 
nearly fifteen hundred souls, about 
three-fifths Romanists, the remain- 
der composed of the establisbfed 
church, and dissenters, all striving 
to a degree at once exemplary and 
affecting, to give their children as 
much learning as possible; so that 
if there were a roomy and commo- 
dious school-house,' it would quick- 
ly be filled, ' The present' school is 
kept in a small dark and inconve- 
nient building, lent by a farmer." 

And in a return 'from ■ Drumaul 
(diocese »f Down and Connor) the 
general disposition in the loww or- 
ders for educating their children is 
mentioned, and as a proof of iti it 
is stated, that " in two or three irii 
stances the poorer parishioners have 
f rected school hous,es by a voluntary 
subscription among themselves."— 
And in the return from the Union of 
Kilbride and Multifarnham, in the 
diocese of Meath, a more remark- 
able fact is slated, namely, that a 
jiight school was kept at Multifatn-t 
ham, '♦ tO' accommodate the chiWren 
obliged to labour in the day:" at 
which school one hundred and thir- 
teen children are returned as attend- 



ing. The clergyman who makes 
this return, gives it as his opinion, 
" that the parents, in the choice of 
a master, are governed more by his 
merit and proximity, than by his 
religion, though, all circumstances 
equal, they would prefer a master 
of their own religion." And in a 
return from the parish of Lea, dio- 
cese of Kiklare, a fact is stated, 
which seems to corroborate this 
opinion, viz. — " That the parish 
school was flourishing, until a 
Roman Catholic priest encouraged a 
Roman Catholic to set up a school 
in opposition to if, and was at first 
successful in drawing off such pu- 
pils as were Roman Catholics. And 
further, that charges having been fa- 
bricated against the Protestant parish 
school raaister, which ociasioned his 
dismissal; another was appointel, 
who shortly after dying, the former 
master was recalled, and replaced at 
the request of those very people who 
bad exhibited the false charges a- 
gainst him, and who .solicited his 
return, as the Roman Catholic school- 
master had disappointed theirhopes." 
It certainly; however, appears from 
our returns, h hat religious prejudi- 
ces in too many parts of this coun- 
try, but more particularly in the 
south and west, have operated a- 
gainst the attendance on the parish 
schools. For very many instances 
are- stated jf Rornan Catholic chil- 
dren-Avbo had attended them, hav- 
ing been withdrawn by order of 
their pries. s, and never suffered to 
return ; and a- very strong instance 
of a mutual religious prejudice in 
this respect, is staled in a return 
from the parish of Ballesidaie, dio- 
cese of Killala, namely, that "there 
seems ! to be a general determina- 
tion: in that parish on the part of the 
Roman Catholics, not to send their 
children to Protestant schools, and 
vice versa." But we observe in 
the other returns from the same die- 
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cese, that Protestant and Roman 
Catholic children are mixed in the 
parish as well as in the other schools; 
we find also in the otljer dioceses, 
Protestant children returned as going 
to schools kept by Roman Catholics ; 
and from the general returns from 
all the dioceses, it is evident, that 
a large proportion of the children 
attending the parish schools through- 
out Ireland, are of the Roman Catho- 
lic religion. 

We shall now conclude this re- 
port, by submitting the following 
observations to your Grace's consi- 
deration ; 

First, That for the original objects 
of their institution, namely, the in- 
troduction and diffusion of the Eng- 
lish language in Ireland, the parish 
schools can no longer be deemed ne- 
cessary. 

Second, That for the purppses to 
which they were afterwards convert- 
ed, na iiely, the advancement of the 
Protestant reli^rion, and the educa- 
tion of the lower classes, they have 
proved in a certain degree useful, 
where they have been continued, 
but in both respects inadequate, on 
account of the extent and popula- 
tion of the several parishes ; so that 
in truth, if one school were well 
established within each benefice or 
union, unless the children were for- 
ced to be educated as the act expres- 
ses, at such pjlaces where they could 
learn the liiiglisli tongue, it would 
ill supply the want of instruction to 
the inlvabilants, who for the most 
part live not collected in villages 
and hamlets, but in abodes dispersed 
through the range of perhaps 10,000 
Irish acres. No one establishment 
could be placed so central as not to 
be inconveniently distant from ma- 
ny who would wish to attend it for 
daily instruction. Children of ten- 
der years, though of suflicient age 
to be capable of learning, cannot 
^o very far from home for educa- 



tion; the impediments in the way 
are obvious, even if a difference of 
religious persuasion did not create 
further obstacles. 

Third, that the present imperfect 
state of the greater number of the pa- 
rish schools, has arisen from various 
causes, which it has not been in the 
power of the clergy to counteract; 
and that their efforts to establish 
schools in their respective districts, 
taught by Protestant masters, ;have 
necessarily been attended with d^Bcnl- 
ty, and frequently with dis<tppqint- 
ment, from the want of masters, front 
the want of funds, from the want of 
co-operation, from the want of build- 
ings and accommodation, which, if pro- 
vided, could not for any length of 
time be supported, as there is no pro- 
vision by the laws for repairs. To 
which we may add, the insufBciency 
of the stipend which general usage 
has so long estabhshed, and which 
even in that proportion, cannot legal- 
ly be demanded. These circumstan- 
ces will fully account, why the pro- 
portion of parish schools is so much 
below the number of benefices or 
unions In Ireland. 

With respect to the oath before- 
mentioned, taken by the clergy at 
institution, to keep, or cause to be 
kept, an Enghsh school according to 
the provisions of the act of jHenry 
the eighth, we have to observe, that 
from the great change that has ta- 
ken place in the circumstances which 
gave occasion to its enactment, and 
for which it was intended to provide, 
a literal observance of it seems not 
only to be no longer necessary, but 
even possible ; and that from the lit- 
tle advantage to be expected, were 
the clergy to comply only literally 
with its legal injunction, and from 
the difficulties which stand in the way 
of a general compliance with it in any 
sense ; it may deserve consideration 
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•whether it should be continued to be 
administered, or whether, in conse- 
quence of that total change in the si- 
tuation of the lower classes, whom 
these schools were designed to civi- 
Ifee, and tor tejfch to spfeak, rather 
than to read English, the clergy 
ought not to be relieved fro.n the ob- 
ligation thus imposed on them, by a 
ifpeal of that part of the statute which 
imposes it. Yet in those pafiishes 
where parochial schools are already 
established, or could be so, we are 
of opinion, it *ouId be proper that 
some measure should be adopted foi' 
the continuance of the prestnt, and 
the encoufagement of future simiTat 
establishments-, as far as may btr prac- 
ticable. 

But we are fuflly pferfeuaded of their" 
inadequacy, as a system of general 
education of the poor,- even if it were 
practicable to esCabhsh an effective 
fine in every union. 

And this inadequacy is the reason 
of our not entering more fully into' 
the consideratiou of any plan for put^ 



ting them into a more effective situa- 
tion, as such a .plan might possibly 
inferferie with ot be superseded by 
a general system foi" the education of 
the I eor, the consideration of which 
is reserved for the concfusion of our 
labours. We shall nevertheless at 
present observe, that not any fund* 
however great, or the best consider- 
ed establishment, <an substantially 
carry into effect either any improve- 
ment in the parish schools* Of any ge- 
neral system of instruction of the k)w^ 
er orders of the community, u»til the 
want of persons duly qualified ta un- 
dertake the education of the lower 
classes be remedied, and till some in- 
stitution be formed to prepare per' 
sons for that important office. 

Nuv. 2J, iS 10, J 

(SigwJ-JvJlLLJAM ARMAGH. (t.S.)' 

ISAAC COKRY. (!••''•) 

JAMES KILIALLA. (l.S ^ 

frEO. HALL PROVOST, (l..«.) 

■WM. DISNET (l.S.) 

J, LESLIE yOSTSR. (l.S.) 



APPENDIX- 

An oBsC'raci of the returni of Parish Schools, made io the Board of Education. 



Number of 1 


No.ofBenefices^^ ^f p^_ 
from wkch |ri,hschools 
Returns hav. ^,,^^^^^_ 
been received, j 


No. of Parish 


No. of Scboiarf 


BENEFICES 
in each 


DIGrCESES. 


school hou- 
ses return- 


returned as 
attending 


Diocese. 


Armagh - - 


ed. 


Parish Schools 


69 - - - 


61 


57 


.S.-i 


s,a^ 


' 


Dublin City - 


io 


20 


ao 


534 




aiid 










86 -■ -•) 

1 


DubKn and 










t. 


Gland«lagh - 


57 


43 


2f 


1,782 


25 - - f 


Tuam - - - 


M 


d 


- . - 


2S1 


■; 


and 










24 - - 6 


Ardajfh - - 


15 


14 


7 


923 


47 - - - 


Cashel - - 


2sr 


15 


4 


457 


99 - - - 


Meaih - - 


47 


33 


16 


1,423 


F8 - ■« - 


Limerick - - 


20 


20 


... 


81» 


'20 - - .< 


liillalla - - 


11 


8 


... 


R9r 


35 - - - 


Cienfert - - 


8 


4 


. - . 


219 


30 - . - 


Kilmere - - 


."50 


28 


7 


1,331 


50 - - - 


Killalloe - - 


42 


24 


2 


764 


651 


.... 


347 


275 


116 


I 11,252 
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S51 
SI 

es - 
eo - -• 

«9 
69 
44. 

43 
24 
€4 
41 
«« 
28 





. . « . 


347 


275 


116 


11, 2J^ 


. . 


Kildare - - 


S7 


16 


3 


415 




Ddwn & Con- 
nor . - - 


28 


20 


13 


681 


f 


LeighliB - . 


97 


26 


11 


79» 


- A 


and 










-I 


F«fn« - - - 


43 


27 


H 


1,897 


... 


Elphin - . - 


23 


10 


2 


353 


... 


Cloyne - • 


43 


18 


2 


6gS 


. < . 


Waterfori - 


7 


8 


1 


235 


... 


Berry ... 


86 


85 


15 


1,42S 


. . . 


Dromore - - 


23 


24 


13 


1,1 S7 


. . . 


Cork - . - 


42 


21 


2 


75!? 


. . . 


Clogfier • - 


41 


40 


19 


1,707 


. . . 


Ossory • - 


11 


8 


4 


260 


- - - 


Raphoe . - 


28 


31 


IS 


1,416 


1 191! . 




73S 


549 


233 


23,00S 


•■ lylAD . 
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John Cokneille, .Sec. to tke board rf tUlucaiion. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazitie, 

MEDFCAL REMAnnS. 

IT is a medical truth, more known 
than practised, that chrimtc dis- 
eaxes require chronic remedies* In- 
deed, as Hacon long ago ' observed, 
iliedicine is a sciwce in we profes- 
sed than laboorerf, m^re lataoured 
than advanced, the labaar being in 
circle, rather than progression, and 
the novelty being more in manner 
tJian in kind. To care a ckranic dis- 
ease by a grain or two ; or a drop 
or two; to remove totally a confirm- 
ed gout by ttvo draclim» of I'eao mc- 
dicinale; or to cure a confirmed cow- 
suntption by some bottle? of veget- 
able balsam;, these are the miracles 
of modern superstition, the wretched 
credulities which set a civiiizctJage al- 
most below the level ot'abarbarousone. 
But there is a class of diseases, of 
vvbich that last mcntiojjed is an ex- 
ample, which are neither curable by 
remedies nor regimen applied solely 
to the individual, neither by the tem- 
porary and temporizing prescription 
of the physir ian, nor bv the appro- 
priate use of the elements, in which 
regimen consists. There is indeed 
an iiniocei\t physician of the name 
01' Lambs, who proposes to cnr^, ef- 



fectually, coRsumptioT), catjcev, and 
I believe other constitiiional, com- 
plaints, by the exclusive use of one 
of the elei»ents, viz. distilled water, 
which at least bids as fa.ir a« all the 
drudgery of shops. 

Bi>t the tiuib, in reality, is, what» 
ever practitiona-s may profess, and 
however patients may confide, that 
the cure of the large class of ros- 
ladies calle(i constitutional, is se^. 
dom, if ever, eftecied, \vhen once 
they have taken- place. A chronic 
disease requires a chronic remedy. 
But the constitution which predis- 
poses to consumption is curable ncifr 
in I he individaal, btjt in the t■our^tt 
of generations. It is only to be ar- 
taii>ed by the slow artd gvadual 
change, for the better, of the const i- 
tBtioiv which has been deteiiorated, 
and that depends, in no trifling de- 
gree, on a change in tfie frame, cr 
at least in the habits of society it- 
self. The c<jnstitution of individuals 
is much afiected by the organizatioa 
of civil sociey. Thus a large manu- 
facturing town is often the seminiuin 
of that debility of the amnial fibre, 
which brings on the pthisical oonfor- 
nwtion as well as temperament, and 
then becomes transmissible to the 
offspring. 



